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lestled in the beautiful village 1
Hirapur, not far from
ubaneswar, the 64 Yogini
emple stands as a unique
testament to Odisha’s rich
' “heritage. This temple,
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The Malaysia Odia Association is an apolitical, non-profit and voluntary group
formed to provide a platform for promoting cultural and social activities beyond
Odisha. This association will cater to bringing back the Odishan culture and
tradition followed in our homeland. The group came into existence with the
support of all the Odia expatriates working in Malaysia. Currently, we have more
than a hundred families who are residing in Malaysia and working in different
sectors of the work force. Our numbers are rapidly increasing. Some of the
prominent sectors that our Odia brothers and sisters are currently working in,
are ranging from Information and Communications technology, tertiary
education, Insurance, maritime, Oil and gas, banking, logistics,
entrepreneurship, health care, to food and beverage, etc. We are indeed proud

of our Malaysian existence originating from the same Odishan roots.

The purpose of this association is not only to promote our culture but also to
engage in association service. We are gearing towards helping the local Odia
association as well as those in need back home in Odisha. Being in its infancy,

we are slowly garnering strength to accomplish our mission.

We would invite all the Odias in Malaysia to register under this association and

: become a part of this greater cause '

https://www.malaysiaodia.org
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MESSAGE FROM

EDITORS

It is always a pleasure, a pride, and a privilege to write for Abhipsa
— a magazine that we all eagerly look forward to with every new
edition. The very word Abhipsa signifies “a positive hope” — a
desire to look ahead with optimism toward the many avenues of life.

As | glance through the table of contents, | am filled with a sense
of curiosity and wonder — it reminds me of the timeless ltalian
phrase “Ancora Imparo”, meaning “l am still learning.” Indeed, every
issue of Abhipsa becomes a new classroom of discovery.

This edition brings together a tapestry of reflections — from
unspoken words to poignant lines about the traditional wife, from
thoughtful musings on our cultural heritage to glimpses of the past,
present, and future of human values deeply rooted in Odia life and
spirituality.

Our writers have also taken us on delightful journeys through
travelogues across Odisha and India, inspiring us to dream of our
next holiday. Sprinkled among these pages are touching thoughts
on family, faith, and the moral essence that makes every Odia heart
proud.

Adding to the flavour, we have included a special cooking page for
our dedicated homemakers — a space where tradition meets
creativity in the kitchen. In short, Abhipsa remains exclusively
inclusive — a reflection of everything and everyone that makes our
Odia identity so vibrant.

A special word of appreciation goes to the thinkers, writers, and
designers behind this issue — and especially for bringing Abhipsa
online, ensuring that its words and warmth reach readers anytime

anywhere.

| wholeheartedly invite all our readers to immerse themselves
in this mosaic of ideas, and to be inspired to contribute to our
next edition, due in October 2026.

Let us continue to celebrate our shared mindscape, our creativ
and our undying spirit of learning.

Happy reading — and Jai Jagannath!

Dr. Pradeep Kumar Misra

Editor ( English)
7
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EDITORS

AQIYQ AgA A°gaag Q6lR, Ferel, AIFR @all , AAIe B Ateas @l
Q62 2Q1gl | ¢ edQ 21 A9 @F AR 64 G @FGIeR ATFC @ 62IR 26A
AQQEQ @2l 93T |

6RES! B 6RGEIRG! QAL QIF JRAJET [6REQI KEe AR 6A6E @Yee,
RI2IY EMESIARIY APTIEIe FAQI 690H AAAAIEAN [Ag 6REAIQ QAT
driIFIea disiea 2lier d2°eIaql dinl 60§l @A [dRIFIAE ALY 60
62610g @@ @Ag |8 AEl JeRQ Qalg AARIER Y R
6dQ6ll 60Rg | YRIQIRI 6QCIRE BEE FIRY @AQl A2 , 6AAIRER BESI
A6 Ageea 9F A9 @ Qs 266 |

2QIYQ 6REl @F AGFIIEQ A AR 62IR2IRAIER BY 2IRT6I, @7 g6d |
A@Q! G 6MERIQ YAUAG 6aR 2lisel ARAN QI @Q 2Idg , ANYQ @y &
@ Q6461 60R | QIS A°GER AR @Rl Y Afdg ANYR o @ ¢
6001901 60l QIPE QAR AR FRRIQ 2I6F G 2 JAee1 JQ Al 610
60q) @EQ! AFE | 12jea 608 G0 6260 QIR 6RIM 6Flia F¢)d |

U16Q 216Q 2 AVIQ AR 2AiF1 AQTRY 2iag @ | 2iq a°gH, aadel

Q04 QENe QIR ARIFER & goa daial 629 | Yed awIgea | aIgie
Q00 BRI 6REQI G FigeIR AgI@ 2iIf Ve RIGE 62 N8 QIP @ 21
AQYQ AGg)! |

ANIYR ARG 60 26F ASIAIRT |78 e gge Al 2R QIS AgR
IRIN6R QIR 60 LIPIR QYA QIR AYQ |66186Q @RE QIAI Q4 , RIS
Faq 602 298 aFe g2g 2@ gl disea §a gida! |

Dr. Binapani Pradhan
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MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT

From my Desk.......

It gives me immense pleasure to present the 7th edition of Abhipsa, the
annual literary magazine of the Malaysia Odia Association. Abhipsa has
grown over the years into a cherished platform that celebrates the creative
spirit, cultural pride, and linguistic heritage of the Odia community in
Malaysia.

Each edition of Abhipsa captures the vibrant voices of our members — from
poetry and short stories to essays and reflections — showcasing the depth
of talent that thrives within our community. This year's issue continues that
tradition with renewed passion and purpose, bringing together both
emerging and established writers who share a common love for our mother
tongue and culture.

The publication of Abhipsa is more than a literary achievement; it is a
reminder of our collective effort to keep our cultural identity alive in a

multicultural setting like Malaysia.

| extend my heartfelt appreciation to the editorial team, contributors, and
supporters who have worked tirelessly to make this edition possible.

Your dedication ensures that Abhipsa remains not only a magazine but a
bridge connecting generations, traditions, and creative minds.
As we celebrate this launch, let us continue to nurture
our language and literature, and take pride in sharing the

Odia heritage with the world.

May Abhipsa continue to inspire, inform, and unite us
through the power of words.
“When a community writes together,

d

it grows together — stronger in voice, deeper in connection.’

Dr. Snigdha Misra

President, Malaysia Odia Association

9
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MESSAGE FROM
VICE PRESIDENT

Dear Readers

It is a great pleasure to convey my heartfelt greetings to all members
of the Malaysia Odia Association (MOA) and to share a few words
in this special edition of Abhipsa.

Each year, Abhipsa serves as a beautiful reflection of our
association’s unity, creativity, and commitment to preserving our

Odia identity while living far from our homeland.

This year's focus on our children — the kids of MOA - fills me with
immense joy and pride. They are the heart of our community and the
hope for our future. Through their innocence, imagination, and
talent, they bring freshness and energy to everything we do. It is
truly inspiring to see how our young generation is growing up with
love for both Malaysia and Odisha, blending cultures with open
minds and proud hearts. By encouraging our children to express

themselves through writing, art, and performance, we are not only

nurturing creativity but also strengthening their connection to our
roots. | sincerely applaud the parents and the editorial
team for giving our kids this wonderful platform

to share their thoughts and dreams.

Let Abhipsa continue to be a source of inspiration,

a celebration of our shared heritage, and a canvas

for our children’s bright ideas.

Girish Mohan Pattanaik

Vice President, Malaysia Odia Association

10



iy
MESSAGE FROM
SECRETARY

It gives me immense joy and pride to present this
year's edition of our community magazine "Abipsa".
This magazine is a reflection of our togetherness,
culture, and creative spirit as the Malaysia Odia

Association.

Each page of Abipsa carries the thoughts, talents,
and emotions of our community members—from
the young to the elderly—showcasing our love for

our Odia heritage while living far from home.

| sincerely thank everyone who contributed their
time, effort, and creativity to make this magazine a
reality. Special thanks to our editorial team,
sponsors, and all members for their continuous

support and encouragement.
Let Abipsa inspire us to stay connected, celebrate

our culture, and strengthen the bond that unites us

as one Odia family in Malaysia.

Basanta Kumaar Pradhan

Secretary , Malaysia Odia Association

11
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RAJ BHAVAN
BHUBANESWAR - 751 008

Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati
Governor, Odisha

Qctober 25, 2025

MESSAGE

| am g!d to know that Malaysia Odia Association is celebrating
Diwali on November 08, 2025 at Kualalampur, Malaysia in the presence
of eminent foreign dignitaries from across the globe. The annual souvenir
"ABHIPSA’ is also being brought out to commemorate the event.

| convey my best wishes to the Odia diaspora on this auspicious
occasion and appreciate the endeavours of the Malaysia Odia
Association for their dedicated Effgrts in organising the ‘festival of lights-
Diwali’ on a global platform, thereby strengthening the India-Malaysia
ties.

| commend the Malaysia Odia Association for its efforts in inspiring
future generations to cherish and uphold the legacy of India.

| wish the celebration and publication all success.

e LSS ——

(Hari Babu Kambhampati)

Phone : 91-874:2536111/2536222, Fax | D1-B74-2536582, E-mall | govodisha@nic.in. Website © www. rajbhavanodisha gov.in
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MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI ey LOKASEVA BHAVAN
CHIEF MINISTER, ODISHA BHUBANESWAR

MESSAGE

| am glad to know that the Malaysia Odia Association is celebrating Diwali
and bringing out its Annual Souvenir “ABHIPSA™ on this joyous occasion.

The Odia community has always been known for its rich cultural heritage,
strong values, and deep-rooted sense of identity. It is heartening to see our
brothers and sisters living abroad continuing to uphold and promote the traditions,

language, and culture of Odisha cven while being far from home.
C

Festivals like Diwali remind us of the eternal triumph of light over
darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and hope over despair. | am confident that
such celcbrations strengthen the bond among Odias across the world and inspire
the younger generation to remain connected to their roots.

[ extend my warm greetings and best wishes to all members of the Malaysia
Odia Association and the Odia diaspora in Malaysia. May “ABHIPSA™ continue
lo serve as a beacon of creativity and cultural pride, showcasing the spirit and
talent of Odias across the globe.

My best wishes for the success of the publication and for a joyous and

prosperous Diwali to all.

(MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI)

= 13
Phone : | Office : 0674-2531100, 2531500, 2535100 (Fax)
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Dharmendra Pradhan _m;ﬁ"m ‘ Minister of Education

HHd HEleHd Government of India

MESSAGE

| am happy to know that Malaysia Odia
Association, Kuala Lumpur is going fo celebrate 'Diwali’
on 8™ November, 2025 at ’rgunln Lumpur, Malaysia and
to mark this occasion, a souvenir 'Abhipsa’ is being
brought out.

As you gather to celebrate this special day, | wish
the Diwali celebrations at Kuala Lumpur a great
success. May this celebration strengthen the sense of
pride and bonding among the vibrant Odia diaspora in
the Malaysia. | commend the Association for its efforts in
strengthening community bonds and spreading the
message of unity and goodwill across borders.

| wishy the Diwali celebrations all success,

Y

(Dharmendra Pradhan)

Ham1 e s== e

MOE - Room Ne. 301, 'C’ Wing, 3rd Floor, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi-110 001, Phone © 91-11-23782387, Fax : 91-11-23382365
E-mail - mi!q'iéter.sn@guu.in
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Patachitra or Pattachitra is a general term for traditional, cloth-
based scroll painting, based in the eastern Indian state of
Odisha: Patachitra art form is known for its intricate details as SR S
well as mythological narratives and folktales inscribed in it.
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Shri B. N. Reddy, High Commissioner of India to Malaysia, with the speakers on the occasion of “Language Confluence” - a
celebration of the Odia language, organised by the High Commission of India at the ICC, Kuala Lumpur.

——

=y,

Sambalpuri Dancé Performance by the girls and Iadies-o the Malaysia Odia Association (MOA)
at the Indian Cultural Centre (NSCBICC), Kuala Lumpur, on the eve of Language Confluence.
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Unveiling of ABHIPSA 2024
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Honouring the Young Participants - Certificate Distribution at
‘ Language Confluence
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Shri B. N. Reddy, High Commissioner of India to Malaysia, along with Ms. Amrita Dash, visited the Dahibara stall set up by the Malaysia
Odia Association (MOA) on the eve of Republic Day at India House, Kuala Lumpur.
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Pakhala Dibasa Celebration @ TasteBud, Sentul , Kuala Lumpur,

, Sentul, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Kids enjoying Pakhala Dibasa Celebration @ TasteBud




= o ol
..'. 1 .

s. Subhashini Narayanan, Deputy High Commissioner
of India to Malyasia @ the Workshop
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Saura Art enthusiast @ the Saura Art & Bamboo craft workshop organised by MOA
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Saura Art and Bamboo craft ganised by MOA at Global Indian International School , KL

Odia Community
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Ms. Amrita Dash, Counsellor Indian H?g}:i"cbr'r"\r'nission , Malaysia felicitating Gurus from Odisha
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lunteers at Saura Art and Bamboo craft workshop organised by MOA at Global Indian International School , KL
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The members of the Malaysia Odia Association (MOA) performed the thought provoking drama hlghllghtlng the Na-
Anka Famine of Odisha (R Qo QJ6Q FIRgell RIea).
Bt e . . o~ )

*

P 00 3

T LR

.'- "I }-l \l-

TN P e

T e T

mmunity

Gig-0




i por Y. {}’ / # I / h b 7 . 2 ; f‘pi A > -__“" %, 4 Y ./ o ' .'r'- LY 2
. A " 'H’f \ ¥ AR, A FA SR, )
Odia Food at Sankranti bhoji at Sri Sakthi Karpaga Vinayagar Temple, Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur
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abftri Bréta puja at Geeta Ashram, Kuala
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Lumpur, Malaysia
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Members of MOA participated in the International Yoga Day Celebration organised by Indian Highcom at Batu Caves, Kuala Lumpur
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Sri Ganesh Puja 2025 atThe\/vekananda Ashrama Bnckf"elds I-(uala Lumpur
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Devotees at the Ganesh Puja 2025
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Mr GirishM Pattana|k V|ce PreS|dent MOA rece|V|ng memento . . .
from Shri Pabitra Margherlta Hon'ble Minister of State for MOA representatives at GOPIO Day with Deputy Minister of
External Affairs & Textiles, India, at the GOPIO Day celebration at Unity of Malaysia, YB Senator Saraswathy Kandasami
Kuala Lumpur
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. . . MOA representatives had a meeting with Smt. Aparajita Sarangi, Horn’ble
Dr.Snigdha Mishra, President MOA @ Member of Parliament from Bhubaneswar, to discuss the reinstatement
Prabasi Bharatiya Dibas 2025 Bhubaneswar ofthe direct flight connecting Kuala Lumpur and Bhubaneswar.
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Food Festival organsied by MOA During Raja Celebration at Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur
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Farewell Celebration in honor of Ms. Amrita Dash, Counsellor (Community Affairs & Labour).
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Farewell Celelpration in-honor of Ms. Amrita Dash, Counsellor (Community Affairs & Labour).
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MOA organised a lunch for visiting Odia artists at TasteBud, Sentul, along with local Odia representatives.




s Sambalpuri Dance perfomance by Ladies of Malaysia Odia Association @ TFA
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Sambalpuri Dance perfomance by Ladies of N MalayS|a Odia Association @ TFA
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The Storms That Couldn’t : : :
Break Odisha Gé My Fun Trip to India

Sanchita Dash

Ashutosh Bidhar

My Memorable Journey In

Odia in Malaysia “7 Odisha

- Asmit Mohanty Prabhupada Priyadarshi
- Two Daughters, One Heart: My Journey to the Sacred
A Story of Love, Faith, and G 8 Thread
Family

‘ Satyasundar Dash
Epari Manjari Rani Patro
' My journey to Kedarnath &
The Swapneswar Mahadev “9 Badrinath temple

-Temple: An Evolution and A Legacy

Manyashree Padhi
ivya Pradhan '
o l Q Sisterhood: A Bond Forged

My Memorable Journey In in Joy and Trust
- Odisha

Srisruthi Patro Epari
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l 2 Pearl millet custard

Bijayalaxmi Jena
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Lm‘g Atibhanga, Pen-on paper by Bibhu Pattanaik
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The Storms That Couldn’t Break Odisha
Ashutosh Bidhar

1. Prelude: The Land Where the Wind Whispers

On the eastern coast of India lies a state where
the wind has a voice — sometimes gentle like a
flute, sometimes furious like a drum. Odisha,
kissed by the Bay of Bengal, has lived for
centuries in rhythm with the sea. The same waters
that shimmer under the morning sun often rise in
wrath, birthing cyclones that reshape lives and
landscapes alike.

Yet, amid every shattered hut and uprooted tree,
something unyielding remains — the spirit of
Odisha. The people here do not just survive
storms; they embrace them as teachers, learning
endurance, cooperation, and the strength to
rebuild from nothing.

2. When the Sea Turned Dark: A Glimpse into
History

Odisha’s coast, stretching over 480 kilometers, is
both a blessing and a burden. The fertile deltas of
Mahanadi and Baitarani nurture millions, but they
also lie exposed to cyclonic fury.

The Super Cyclone of 1999 was a tragedy beyond
measure — wind speeds crossing 250 km/h, entire
villages wiped out, and over 10,000 lives lost. The
sea advanced into land like a giant serpent,
swallowing fields, homes, and hope.

But that disaster changed everything. The
government, scientists, and common people vowed
that no storm would ever claim so many lives again.
Thus began Odisha’s transformation from a
vulnerable state to one of the most prepared regions
in the world.

3. A Story from Kendrapara: The Fisherman’s Oath

In a small fishing hamlet near Kendrapara, 52-year-
old Madhab Behera begins his mornings before
sunrise. His palms are rough, his face browned by
years of salt and sun. Beside his broken boat lies a
new one, painted bright blue — his third in ten years.
The first two were lost to the sea.
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He recalls the night Cyclone Fani arrived.

“The sky was roaring. The radio kept shouting
warnings. We tied the boats with ropes, but it was
like tying a storm with thread,” he says.

Madhab and his family spent two nights in a
cyclone shelter, clutching their belongings and
each other. When they returned, the village was
unrecognizable — fishing nets torn, houses
flattened, coconut  trees uprooted like
matchsticks.

Yet within a week, they began to rebuild. NGOs
provided nets, the government gave aid, and local
youth helped repair the boats. Madhab repaired
his too, vowing never to leave the sea.

“The sea is like a mother,” he says, looking at the
horizon. “Sometimes she scolds us, but she never
abandons us.”

His story mirrors thousands of others across
Odisha — ordinary people carrying extraordinary
courage.

4. Women at the Heart of Recovery

In Jagatsinghpur, women self-help groups (SHGSs)
have become the backbone of post-disaster
recovery. During Cyclone Yaas, it was the women
of the Maa Mangala SHG who coordinated the
evacuation of elderly villagers and children to
cyclone shelters.

They cooked for hundreds, distributed clothes,
and cleaned the shelters once the winds
subsided. For them, leadership was not a choice —
it was necessity.

> “When our men go to sea or get stranded, we
cannot wait for help to come. We are the help,”
says Laxmipriya Nayak, a 35-year-old SHG leader.

ABHIPSA 2025

These women have now trained in first aid,
search-and-rescue, and even solar-energy
installation. They represent a quiet revolution —
disaster resilience led by women.

5. The Silent Revolution: Odisha’s Preparedness
Model

Today, Odisha is internationally recognized for its
disaster management system. The Odisha State
Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA) works
year-round, not just when storms hit.

Early-warning messages are sent via text, sirens,
and local volunteers. More than 800
multipurpose cyclone shelters dot the coastline,
stocked with food, water, and solar power.

Before a cyclone strikes, millions are evacuated
within hours — a feat of coordination between
government, police, community leaders, and
volunteers. During Cyclone Phailin (2013), more
than one million people were moved to safety,
resulting in minimal casualties despite winds
exceeding 200 km/h.

The United Nations even praised Odisha as a
“global example of disaster preparedness.”

. When Nature Fights Back: Climate Change and
New Threats

But the sea is changing. The Bay of Bengal, once
predictable, has grown warmer — breeding
stronger, more frequent cyclones. Climate
scientists warn that these “superstorms” are the
new normal.

Rising sea levels are slowly eating away at villages.
In Satabhaya, the shoreline has receded by nearly
two kilometers in two decades. Entire
communities have had to relocate inland, their
ancestral homes now underwater.



Saltwater intrusion turns fertile paddy fields
barren. Fishermen face erratic catches. Coconut
and betel leaf plantations die from saline winds.
For coastal families, climate change is not a
theory — it is their daily reality.

> “Earlier, we feared one big storm in five years,”
says Madhab. “Now, every monsoon brings a new
one.”

7. The Youth of Hope: Innovation in the Face of
Adversity

Yet, from within these challenges rise stories of
innovation. In Ganjam, college students are
developing drone-based flood-mapping systems.
In Puri, youth collect real-time weather data
through open-source apps to warn nearby
villages.

Start-ups in Bhubaneswar are creating portable
solar lights for post-cyclone relief. Engineering
students from VSSUT Burla designed a low-cost
floating shelter prototype made from bamboo
and recycled plastic barrels.

Technology is slowly merging with compassion —
a combination that gives Odisha a new kind of
resilience: one built on knowledge.

8. The Soul of the Sea: A Short Story — “Sand
Castles”

When Anita, a twelve-year-old girl from Astaranga,
first saw the sea, she thought it was endless
happiness. Every evening, she built sandcastles
beside her father’s fishing boat — small dreams
shaped by small hands.

But one year, the storm came early. The waves
rose like dark mountains, swallowing everything in
sight. Her father’s boat was lost; her schoolbooks
floated away. The
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A month later, volunteers arrived to rebuild
homes. They gave the children notebooks and
crayons. One evening, Anita built a new
sandcastle, taller and stronger. A volunteer asked
her, “Aren’t you afraid the sea will wash it away
again?”

She smiled and said,
> “Maybe. But I’ll build it again tomorrow.”

That little girl, who once cried over lost
sandcastles, now dreams of becoming a marine
scientist — to study the same sea that once
scared her.

Her story embodies the spirit of Odisha — the
courage to rebuild, again and again, no matter
how many times the waves erase the shore.

9. The Unsung Heroes

After every cyclone, there are silent heroes —
volunteers who rescue, doctors who travel
through flooded paths, and teachers who reopen
schools inside damaged shelters.

People like Prakash Rout, a 28-year-old teacher in
Balasore, who waded through knee-deep water
carrying books in a plastic bag to teach children
under a mango tree.

> “|f | stop teaching, the storm wins,” he says.

There are doctors who conduct mobile clinics in
villages cut off from roads. Local radio operators
who broadcast updates using hand-cranked

transmitters when power lines fail

Odisha’s resilience is not just institutional; it is
deeply human
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10. Nature and Humanity: The Unwritten Pact

In Odia folklore, the sea is both giver and taker. It
tests devotion and rewards faith. Each cyclone
renews that ancient understanding between
nature and humanity — a pact written in wind and
water.

Temples like Jagannath Puri have stood for
centuries despite countless storms, symbolizing
endurance. For many villagers, faith is their
strongest shelter. They light oil lamps even during
the fiercest gales — a small flame that defies the
darkness.

11. Lessons for the World
Odisha teaches the world three vital lessons:

1. Preparedness saves lives. From community
drills to technology integration, readiness
transforms tragedy into survival.

2. Resilience begins at the grassroots. Empowered
locals, especially women and youth, are the true
defense against disaster.

3. Hope is renewable energy. It powers rebuilding
efforts long after relief funds dry up.

Other cyclone-prone regions — from the
Philippines to the Caribbean — have studied
Odisha’s model for replication.

12. Rebuilding, Rethinking, and Rising

Every time a cyclone passes, Odisha’s landscape
changes slightly — a new embankment here, a
relocated village there. But what doesn’t change
is the sense of belonging to the land.

Rehabilitation now focuses not only on rebuilding
homes but also on sustainable livelihoods:

e Salt-tolerantrice varieties for farmers.

* Eco-tourism projects to generate
income.

e Mangrove restoration for coastal protection.

* |nsurance schemes for fishermen.

local

The journey is far from over, but it’s a journey of
renewal — one storm at a time.

13. Conclusion: Where the Wind Meets the Will

When outsiders see Odisha, they often see
disasters. But those who live here see something
else — an unbroken rhythm of loss and recovery,
despair and rebirth.

From Madhab’s repaired boat to Anita’s rebuilt
sandcastle, each story is a verse in the epic of
human courage. The sea may roar, the skies may
darken, but the heart of Odisha remains luminous.

> “The storm may take our homes,” says Madhab,
smiling at the restless horizon, “but it cannot take
our hope. We are children of the sea — and we
always return to it

Ashutosh Bidhar
AlIMS GORAKHPUR MBBS 2021

Native to Odisha, dreaming in Gorakhpur,
| stitch words like wounds —

healing not just patients,

but hearts too.
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Odia in Malaysia

Asmit Mohanty

In foreign land, we wander free,
Far from Odisha's shores,
yet memories be..

The taste of Pakhala, the

smell of Dahibara stays in mind...
Nostalgia echoes,

in Malaysia's daily grind..

We chase dreams, in this
distant land,

Taking a piece of our

heart of beloved mother land..

KL's Twin towers, a modern sight,
Can't replace the love,
for the Jagannath Temple's light..

In our small community, we found our
nest,

Celebrating Utkal Divas, Raja, Diwali, with
our best..

he sounds of Odia, a melody so sweet,
Bringing Odia culture to the foreign stage,
celebrating every Odia tweet..
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We dance to Sambalpuri beat, in vibrant cheer,
Our culture and traditions are forever dear..

Though far from home, our work remain,
In Odisha's soil, our roots sustain

We dance to Sambalpuri beat, in vibrant cheer,
Our culture and traditions are forever dear..

The festivals we celebrate, with joy and zest
In keeping Odia spirit alive, we are do
Sankranti feast..

In Malaysian nights, we share our tales,

Our Jagannath, Our Rathyatra, we sing our
Odia gails

s life is a blend, of two worlds apart,

We love Odisha and Malaysia from our heart..

We are Odias, in Malaysia's land,
With a mix of cultures, we move hand in hand..

We sing "Jay Jagannath" in

a single tone,

Angya.. Namaskar, Haribol is

a forever emotion

We came as expats, yet we found
a home,

With Malaysia Odia association,
we found our dome

One day, we will all return
to our mother land,

but the bond we formed
here will always stand..

Welcoming the new, and bidding goodbyes are
a forever loop..

But keeping this family
culture is an undying hope

In foreign land, we wander free,
Far from Odisha's shores,
yet memories be..

Asmit Mohanty
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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A Story of Love,
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Faith, and Family

Epari Manjari Rani Patro

As human beings, we’re always striving to reach our
goals—but a mother’s love stands apart. Nothing can
compare to the care and affection she gives. During
pregnancy, a mother carries not just the baby, but
also dreams, hopes, and the physical challenges that
come with it. Through it all, she stays strong, focused
on one thing: her baby's first smile. And when she
finally hears that first little cry, all her pain is
instantly replaced with pure joy.

After having my first baby girl, | conceived again. But
this time, my thoughts and expectations were
different. While | was filled with gratitude, a quiet
doubt lingered in my heart—Would everyone be
hoping for a boy now? Would they be disappointed if
it’s another girl?

As the months passed, | often spoke to the little life
growing inside me. And in my heart, it felt as if she
somehow knew. In the quiet darkness of my womb,
she must have realized—I’'m a girl again. And maybe,
just maybe, a tiny worry fluttered within her too: Will
they be happy to see me?.

But as my due date approached, my love only
deepened. That anticipation—the mix of nerves, hope,
and longing—grew stronger every day. And then, the
moment she was born, everything changed.

The instant | saw her face and heard her first cry, my
heart overflowed. All the doubts melted away. My face
lit up with a joy | can’t describe, and in that moment,
love filled every corner of our home.

What began with silent worries ended in the most
beautiful truth: she was everything we needed, and
more. Our hearts were full, and our family complete—
with love, laughter, and the joy of welcoming our
second precious daughter.

The contribution of a father to his children's lives is
frequently an unspoken one, a quiet strength at work.
Though he carries life's pressures, he displays a happy
countenance, embracing responsibility and moving
through life's cycles. He may reflect on what he lacked
in his own childhood, resolving to ensure his children
experience those things.
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Without a doubt, a father's role is essential, a
significant  part of life's intricate design. He
provides a subtle yet powerful strength, offers
consistent and unwavering support, and is a
constant presence in our lives, influencing our
world in often unseen ways.

Life is incredibly beautiful when children are a part
of it. My two children are as precious as my own
eyes. They may bicker, but their genuine love is
evident when they're asleep together. They share a
unique bond and affection. Interestingly, the
younger one often looks out for the elder, even
during disagreements. Sometimes, | feel they grow
up too quickly, and | miss their mischievous
younger days - learning to walk, making messes
with food, their tumbles. How they began to talk
might be unclear in my memory, but their first
words were deeply touching.

| want to share my experience with both of my
daughters during COVID-19. At that time, their
father was staying in Kuala Lumpur, while | was in
my hometown with them. Due to the situation, we
had to follow many more rules and regulations for
our safety. My elder daughter always followed her
father's habits. She believed that even though her
papa was not with us, she should still follow what
he did. That moment made me realize how deeply
she loved her father. She was only 4 years old at
the time. | truly feel the bond between them was
unique and very touching.

During those difficult periods when my husband
was away, | missed him terribly, and | know the
feeling was mutual, but his duty left us no
alternative. He was alone in his location, while we
were all together, separated by distance. Life had
its share of difficulties, but thankfully, by God's
grace, we all remained secure.

Lord Bal Gopal is both my strength and my
weakness. My belief and trust in him are absolute. If
anything should ever befall me or my loved ones,
prayer will be my constant recourse. | will offer him
my pain and sadness, and then | will find solace and
continue to live joyfully with my family.

ABHIPSA 2025

I've always believed that my family is my entire
world. We must instill the same understanding in our
children: that no matter what happens, our parents
will always be there for us. Even if everyone else
abandons you, your parents will undoubtedly stand
by your side. If life feels overwhelming, don't lose
heart. Just look around, and you'll see your parents
quietly supporting you, working behind the scenes to
give you strength and love. So, never abandon your
parents.

Like birds flying across the sky and the seasons
gently changing, time passed, and my children grew
up. The special day we had been waiting for finally
dawned - my eldest daughter's first day of school.
Her eyes sparkled with nervous excitement as she
entered a new world. Although a few tears were shed
that morning, they quickly gave way to a bright smile.
On that very next day, she bravely walked into her
classroom, clutching her precious dreams. Since
then, she has blossomed beautifully and'is now filled
with joy.

From the very beginning of her schooling at Euridite
Academy, which has become like a second home to
her, she has loved going to school. We've observed
her deep enjoyment of learning. She not only loves
her school but also admires her teachers, who guide
her with kindness and care.

Her eyes light up when she talks about what her
teacher says, whether it's about doing good deeds or
avoiding bad ones. She listens attentively and
follows her teacher's words like golden rules. Always
joyful and curious, her journey has just begun.

Eventually, it was time for my younger daughter to
begin school. We tried to register her in a different
school, but she insisted on going to her elder sister's
school, saying, "I want to go to Didi's school." We
didn't know her reasons, but her preference for her
sister's school was strong.

Consequently, we enrolled both girls in the same
school. Now, our younger daughter is also going to
school, and | can already see many changes in her.
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I'd like to share a funny incident involving my
younger daughter. One day, after coming home from
school, she immediately picked up a book, went to
the balcony, and began imitating how a teacher
teaches in the classroom. She tried to copy
everything. At one point, | saw her from behind
acting like a teacher, and sometimes she would even
pretend to be politely scolding someone.

The house is always full of energy—sometimes a little
too much! My daughters, with their curious minds
and playful hearts, turn every room into an
adventure. Whether it’s the constant game of hide-
and-seek, the endless chatter, or their little
mischiefs like spilling snacks or drawing on the walls,
there's never a dull moment.

Their laughter fills the air, and although their little
messes drive me crazy sometimes, | wouldn’t trade it
for the world. | often find them sneaking into the
kitchen to "help" me cook, making more of a mess
than anything else, or hiding under the dining table
giggling at their own cleverness. The mischief is a
reminder that they're growing up—learning,
exploring, and leaving little bits of joy wherever they

go.

Their naughty little acts are just part of the magic
that makes our home uniquely ours, and every
chaotic moment is wrapped in the love we share as a
family.

Their bond with their father is something truly
special. When he’s home, the house becomes a
playground for their imaginations. Whether it's
playing make-believe games, building forts out of
pillows, or racing around the living room, their
laughter echoes through the walls. | often watch as
their father becomes a willing participant in all their
adventures, chasing after them or pretending to be a
monster they have to escape.

Y

The way they look at him with adoration as they tug
at his hands, asking him to join in their games,
reminds me just how much they adore their papa.
Even during those busy days when he’s tired from
work, he never hesitates to get down on the floor
with them, bringing out his own inner child to match
theirs. Those moments of joy and connection
between them are the highlights of our days—
reminding us of the deep, playful love that binds our
family together.

Looking back on this journey, | realize just how
deeply motherhood has shaped me. From the quiet
moments of uncertainty to the loud, joyful laughter
echoing through our home, every experience has
been a blessing. My daughters have taught me more
about love, patience, and strength than | ever
imagined possible.

Through challenges and distance, through giggles
and growing pains, we’ve held onto each other—and
that has made all the difference. I've watched my
little girls grow into unique, kind-hearted souls, and
in their eyes, | see the reflection of our love, our
values, and our bond as a family.

This story is not just about becoming a mother—it's
about becoming me. And as life continues to unfold,
| carry in my heart the beautiful truth that family is
my greatest gift, my greatest pride, and my forever
home.

With love & care,

Epari Manjari Rani Patro
(Proud mother of Srisruthi & Srikriti)
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e Swapneswaf' Mahadev Tem ﬁte:
An EVOlutIOll and ALegacy

D|vyaﬂ_3rad han

Hidden within the forests and looking over the village
of Bandhagaon lies the Swapneswar Mahadev Temple,
whose inception was the result of a culmination of
willpower, faith, and belief.

The temple was established in the late 1950's by my
great grandfather Achyutananda Dehury. After being
blessed with two daughters, he and my great
grandmother were sad that they hadn't yet borne any
sons. In hopes of finding a cure for this sadness, he
turned to a saint named Kunjananda Muni who
advised him to build a temple dedicated to Lord Shiva
near a big bael tree located close to their house. In
order to start the construction work, a meeting of 18
villages was conducted, but no village was willing to
take responsibility for the construction. As a result of
this, my great grandfather himself took to building it.
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The temple was built from mud and straw. Towards the
north of the bael tree lies a mountain from which the
shakti and linga were found and brought. A poojari was
also kept to attend to the temple. After its
establishment, my great grandmother devoted herself
to worshipping Swapneswar Mahadev and her devotion
came to fruition in the form of a son.

Some 60-70 years later, in accordance with my great
grandfather's wish, in place of the old mud and straw
temple, a well-established one with cement and
concrete was built. The construction started in 2020
and was finished by 2024. This new building consists of
3 main divisions that are the khakhara deula, pidha
deula, and the rekha deula. The rekha deula stands at a
staggering height of 55 feet, inside which the new shiva-
shakti are placed.
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The old shiva-shakti were ceremonially taken out and
immersed in the Mahanadi River, after which the new 1 |
shiva-shakti, brought from Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, were |
established there. The rituals for the inauguration
ceremony included a 4 days long yajna, and prasad
sevan for approximately 5000 people on the last day.

Thus is the story of a temple which serves as a testament Divya Pradhan

to the people's faith and belief in the Almighty. Its Year 11, Unit 8, DAV, Bhubaneswar
genesis was in one generation, but its tale continues to

weave on for many more to come.
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My MemorablédourneylIn Odisha
Aaradhya Dash

| belong to the state of Odisha, therefore, | speak

Odia. My parents hail from the district of
Sundargarh. It is one of the mines rich district of my
lovely country, India. The area is mainly famous for
iron ore deposits. As a result, a steel plantis setup in
my hometown, Rourkela.

As usual, a trip to my native place was planned by
my parents as my examinations were finally over. It
was a two-tier journey as my father had not come.
We took an AirAsia flight which departed from Kuala
Lampur, the capital state of Malaysia and landed in
Bhubaneswar, which was the capital city of Odisha.
Me, my mother, named Swagatikaand my endearing,
little sister named Ellie boarded the flight. We
boarded the flight in the month of November, 2024.
My uncle, named Sudhanshu Mishra, had welcomed
us at the Bhubaneswar airport. He served the Indian
Army for 20 years. My loving grandfather was also by
his side to greet us. My uncle’s residence was near
the Bhubaneswar airport so we drove there in his
polished, black car. We stayed there for a few days .
We had a lot of relatives in Bhubaneswar , so we had
a chance to meet everyone during that trip.

The next day, at 9:00 P.M, we went to the train
station and took a train to my lovely, native place,
Rourkela. The very next day, was Deepavali, which is
known as the “Festival of Light”. This is one of my
favorite celebrations!
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The next day, at 9:00 P.M, we went to the train
station and took a train to my lovely, native place,
Rourkela. The very next day, was Deepavali, which is
known as the “Festival of Light”. This is one of my
favorite celebrations!

is a long-awaited birthday. This is because this is the
first time we have ever celebrated her birthday with
our grandparents, grand uncles, grand aunts, aunts
and uncles and the rest of the near and dear
relatives. We were dressed up with new, attractive
clothes.



A marvelous Uth-w

had arrived whic 'W%‘C i _
function.j?dear arr I de rc"%?usmsX nd
respected elderlies had! started! to
showerl their ble siriwg and |\ presents
over miy loving little Sister. Tlve_ venue
WER 5/6 attractive an glak\orous that

it gave an illusion' of a mesmerizing
sight of a real palace.

This visit to Odisha was truly
unforgettable because every day
something new and exciting would
await me! Spending time with my
family was really beautiful and fun.
The Deepavali lights and the
decorations in my sister’s birthday
party were some of the memories
which would always stay in my heart.
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Aaradhya Dash
Heritage international school
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My Fun Trip to India

Sanchita Dash

Last year, | went to India and had the best
adventure ever! Every time | visit, | see new
wonders and learn exciting things.

First, | saw the green city of Rourkela, where

everybody was friendly. Next, we visited the
huge and beautiful Ram Temple in Ayodhya.
| felt lucky to see it!

We then traveled to Haridwar, where people
pray by the sparkling Ganges River. There
were music and colorful lights everywhere.

Mussoorie was my favorite place. | stayed in
a cool hotel and, for the first time, saw
wolves! It was amazing.

In Puri, | visited the busy Jagannath Temple,
filled with singing and happy crowds. The
temple was amazing, and | learned about its
story.
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Delhi was noisy and full of life. | saw tall
monuments and ate spicy street food like
chaat and samosas. Yummy!

My trip to India was full of new discoveries,
tasty food, and fun adventures. | can’t wait
to go back for more exciting memories!

Sanchita Dash
SK Taman Rasah Jaya, standard 6




| Prabhupada Priyadarshi lived in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, with my parents. | had moved here from
India, a year ago. The city is full of tall buildings,
bright lights, and busy food streets — everything
was new and exciting. But amid all the
excitement, there was one thing | missed deeply
the taste of my homeland ODISHA.

Every evening after school, while my friends
went for burgers or noodles, being an ODIA |
thought about chaat, gupchup and dahibara.The
smell of fried onions or spicy sambal in Malaysia
reminded me of the aroma of mustard oil and
curry leaves from my bou’s (aai)lhome kitchen in
Cuttack.

Being a vegetarian,living far away from Odisha
makes me realize how special our food truly is. |
miss the simple comfort of PAKHALA BHATA on a
hot day, the delicious aroma of DALMA cooking
with vegetables, and the sweetness of RASAGOLA
melting in my mouth. No matter how many new
dishes | try abroad, nothing tastes like home.

| miss the crispy BARA, the spicy GHUGUNI, and
the festive smell of PITHA during Raja . Each Odia
dish carries a memory of family, festivals, and
love.
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All thanks to my mom. She makes every Odia dish
with so much love that it brings back the taste
and memories of our homeland. From Dalma to
pakhala bhata, from bara-ghugni to chhena poda,
she cooks everything just like my Bou (aai)used
to. Whenever | miss Odisha food, my mom’s
kitchen becomes my favorite place.

Being away from home has taught me that food is
not just about taste; it’s about the warmth and
culture that make Odisha feel like home.

Prabhupada Priyadarshi
Year 9, GIIS, KL
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Last December was a very special time for me. My
family and | went to India for my thread ceremony. It
is an old tradition in our family, and this time, it was
my turn.

My Journey to the
Sacred Thread

The day we left felt like an adventure. | woke up early

because | was too excited to sleep. My suitcase was Satyasu ndar Dash

ready, and | couldn’t stop smiling.

At the airport, there were so many people! My
parents checked in our bags while | watched the big
screen showing all the flights. Soon, it was time to
board the plane.

When the plane took off, | looked out the window and
saw the city lights below. “Here we go,” | whispered. |
felt happy and a little nervous. | wondered what the
ceremony would be like.

After about five hours, we reached Bhubaneswar. It
was night, and the air felt cool and fresh. | could smell
something different, like flowers and spices.

Our relatives were waiting for us at the airport. When
| saw them waving, | ran to them. They hugged me and
smiled. | felt warm and loved, even though it was cold
outside.

The next few days were full of fun and work. Our
house was full of people, decorations, and good
smells from the kitchen. My mom and aunts cooked
sweets and special dishes. My dad talked to the
priests and planned everything.

Everyone was excited. My cousins helped decorate
the house with flowers and lights. Every time
someone saw me, they said, “You’re the main person
this time!” That made me blush and laugh.
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Finally, the special day came. | woke up early
before the sun rose. The air was cold, and my
mother helped me wear a silk dhoti. | felt proud
and a bit grown up.

We went to the Jagannath temple in Patia,
Bhubaneswar. It looked beautiful, covered in
marigold flowers, banana leaves, and lamps that
glowed in the misty morning.

Slowly, our family and friends arrived. The temple
was filled with happy voices and the sound of
temple bells. Everything felt bright and joyful.

My cousins and relatives helped arrange chairs
and mats. The priests were getting everything
ready. There were brass pots, coconuts, mango
leaves, and rice bowls. The smell of sandalwood
filled the air.

My father put his hand on my shoulder and said,
“This is a big day for you. You are continuing our
family’s tradition.” | nodded. | felt a little nervous
but also proud.

The priests started chanting prayers. The fire
burned brightly in front of us, and | sat beside my
parents. The priest smiled and told me, “Don’t
worry. Just follow what | say.”

| repeated the prayers after him. The words were
in Sanskrit, and though | didn’t understand them
all, | felt their power.

The temple was quiet except for the sound of the
chanting and the crackling fire.

Then came the most important part, the sacred
thread, called yajnopavita. The priest said it
stands for learning, discipline, and responsibility.

He gently placed the thread over my shoulder. It
felt light, but it meant something big. | could feel
my heart beating fast. My parents looked at me
proudly, and | smiled back. | knew this was a
moment | would never forget.
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After that, | offered flowers and rice into the fire as
the priests prayed for wisdom and good life. When
the ceremony ended, everyone came to bless me.
Some gave me small gifts, and others wished me well.
Soon, lunch was served: rice, curries, sweets, and
fruits. Everyone was happy, talking, and eating
together. | had to wait a little before eating, but |
didn’t mind. | felt peaceful and thankful.

By evening, the temple was quiet. The lamps still
glowed softly. We took many photos with family and
friends. Later, when we went home, | sat by the
window and looked at the stars.

I thought about everything that happened—the
prayers, the fire, the sacred thread, and all the
smiling faces. | felt proud, happy, and a little different
—like | had grown up inside.

My trip to India was more than just a holiday. It
helped me understand my family, my culture, and
who 'l am.

When we flew back home, | looked down from the
plane and whispered, “Thank you.”

That day will always stay in my heart—a day of faith,
family, and a new beginning.

Satyasundar Dash
SMK Seremban 3, form 2
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Early morning of 26th September 2025
(Friday), | have started my journey along with my
parents from my home at Petaling Jaya to KLIA
Airport to pick the flight from Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia) to New Delhi, the Capital of my great
country Bharat(India). From New Delhi, we picked
up another flight to Dehradun, the Capital of
Uttarakhand, a state of Bharat near the
Himalayan foothills. From Dehradun, we went to
Rishikesh, a city besides the Holy Ganges River
known as the "Yoga capital of the world' for its
spiritual significance, yoga and meditation". We
checked in a Hotel and my grandparents, uncle,
aunts and my cousins joined us. In the evening,
we attended Ganga Aarti at Triveni Ghat.

ourney to Kedarnath & Bad%?m

Manyashree Padhi
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%

The next day, i.e.,, on 27 September (Saturday)
early morning, we started from Rishikesh to
Kedarnath and stayed in a hotel at Phata, a
stopover on the way to Kedarnath. The road trip
was very adventurous due to narrow roads across
the mountains.On 28th September (Sunday),
early morning, we went to Pawan Hans Helipad at
Phata to pick the helicopter for Kedarnath
Temple. This is my first experience to travel in a
helicopter, its bit scary & adventurous to fly over
the Himalayas, but believe me, the experience
was awesome. We reached the temple and
worshipped Baba Kedarnath and received his
blessings. Then, we returned back to Phata by
Helicopter.



The next day, on 29th September (Monday), we
started from Phata to Joshi math, another
beautiful adventurous long road trip across the
mountains and river. We stayed the night at
Joshimath, also known as Jyotirmath, in Chamoli
District of Uttarakhand state.

On 30 September (Tuesday) early morning, we
started from Jotirmath to Badrinath. We reached
Badrinath temple and offered our prayer to Lord
Badri Vishal and received his blessings. We
returned back from Badrinath to Jyotirmath and
stayed there due to bad weather.

Early morning on Ol1st of October (Wednesday),
we started from Jyotirmath to Haridwar, another
Holy city of Uttarakhand also known as "Gateway
to Gods" where the Ganges River emerges from
the Himalayas. We attended the evening Ganga
Aarti at Ganga Ghat and worshipped Maa Ganga.
Due to paucity of time we couldn't visit Gayatri
Ashram established by Pandit SriRam Sharma
Acharya and Patanjali Yogic Ashram and Hospital
established by Baba Ramdev and Dr. Balakrishna.

From Haridwar, we returned back to Dehradun on
02 October (Thursday) to catch our flight to New
Delhi and another flight from New Delhi to
Bhubaneswar to reach my state Odisha. From
Bhubaneswar, we went to our hometown
Hinjilicut in Ganjam District to stay a few days
with my grandparents before | returned to
Malaysia.

This family trip was awesome for me, where |
have enjoyed each and every moment with my
family enjoying God's creations, the nature,
mountains, rivers, beautiful places, delicious
foods, and drinks. | am blessed to get Darshan
and blessings of Lord Kedarnath, Badrinath and
Ganga Maa. | will forever cherish these moments
of my life. | owe a sense of gratitude to my
parents, grandparents for encouraging me to
enhance my academic pursuit.

73

ABHIPSA 2025

3.‘1,;-

Manyashree Padhi

Manyashree Padhi, daughter of Sugyani Padhi &
Manmath Kumar Padhi, studying in Class 6 at
Global Indian International School and residing at
Petaling Jaya.
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Sisterhood: A Bond Forged in Joy and Trust

Srisruthi Patro Epari

My love for my sister is profound and
boundless; she is, without a doubt, the
greatest gift in my life. Her kindness knows
no limits, and she's always the first one to
offer practical help or a comforting word.
Every small gesture, like a gift from me, is
met with a sweet kiss that warms my heart.
When the world feels heavy and sadness
strikes, she possesses an almost magical
ability to bring the light back and restore my
cheer. Her unrivaled sense of humor
ensures she is the most joyful and
entertaining part of my entire existence.

She isn't just my sibling; she is my first and
truest friend, my unwavering partner in
every adventure and misdeed. Sisterhood is
more than a term—it’'s a deep, sacred
covenant of unbreakable love and laughter
that echoes forever.
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She is my eternal confidante. We navigate
She acts as my reflection, showing me who |
am, and my counterpart, challenging me to
be better. the complexities of life through
spirited arguments, immense joy, and
countless shared moments. Standing side-
by-side, we continuously forge beautiful,
sparkling memories that are guaranteed to
last a lifetime.

From Birth

Cherished Memories: to

Birthday Surprises

| want to share some of the most special
and pivotal moments my sister and | have
experienced. The day she was born remains
clear in my memory; | was absolutely
ecstatic! She was a tiny, beautiful baby with
the most adorable curly hair. My immediate,
excited thought was, "Now | have a built-in
best friend—someone to play with and share
wonderful times with forever."
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A particular birthday stands out vividly: we
were enjoying a warm-day at a large park,
swinging high into the/sky. Unfortunately, |
tumbled and fell, hurting myself. My sister
reacted instantly, rushing to my.

A particular birthday stands out vividly: we
were enjoying a warm day at a large park,
swinging high into the sky. Unfortunately, |
tumbled and fell, hurting myself. side to
help me stand, and guiding me back to our
mother.

Once we were home, and the injury was
bandaged, she thoughtfully brought me a
full glass of cool water. The moment |
drained the glass, she instructed with a
mischievous smile, "Close your eyes!" When
| opened them, | gasped at a huge, delicious
surprise: a bar of my favorite chocolate! The
sheer thrill and joy of that treat was so
overwhelming that the pain in my knees
completely faded away. Later that evening,
she even let me use her leg as a soft pillow
to rest on as | drifted off to sleep.

Another favorite memory is when we
became secret agents of creativity,
collaborating on a surprise anniversary card
for Mom and Dad. We went all out,
decorating it with vibrant paper, shiny
stickers, and a shower of glitter, sharing
endless giggles as we perfected our
masterpiece. The sight of the card brought a
huge, genuine smile to our parents' faces,
making our efforts worthwhile. For her 4th
birthday, knowing her deep love for animals,
| devised a fun idea for giving her a toy cat.
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| didn't want a simple reveal; | wanted the
gift itself to be a thrilling challenge.l
carefully hid the toy cat right in the center
of a large box packed with various other
small toys. After telling her to begin the
hunt for her actual present, she
enthusiastically dug through the
distractions until she was finally rewarded
with her beloved gift! The moment she
pulled the cat out, her face was illuminated
with pure, dazzling surprise! "Wow!" she
cried out, immediately wrapping me in a big,
grateful hug and a kiss.

Her ecstasy and excitement over the
outcome of her little treasure hunt were
infectious.

The Essence of the Sisterly Tie

This is precisely why sisterhood is defined
as such an extraordinarily unique and
profoundly special relationship. Sisters are
far more than just family members; they are
your first best friends, your fiercest
defenders, and your most trusted allies in
the world. We share the fun of play, the
weight of our most sacred secrets, and the
unconditional support needed to help each
other when we feel low.

Miss.Srisruthi Patro Epari
Erudite Academy, Year 4
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e Serves 8 persoﬁ

“ P?ep Time'-'15"m'ﬁiu\-t'ef_' 2

_ Ingredients .

Milk-400ml

© Sugar- 50gm
Bajra Flour- 50gm : , gt W S
Chopped mixed fruits —"'-'f-szOg‘m- (apples,banana',' grapes,
_ pomegranateetc) ¢ ' i

- Dry fruits- 40gm (Cashaw almond ralslns etc) _

Preparation:
1.Take milk in a thick-bottomed pan and keep it on the stovetop.
Bring the milk to a gentle heat or simmer.
2.0nce the milk is getting heated, in.a small bowl, take 1 cup of
warm milk ,add bajra flour and custard powder into it. :
3.With a whisk, stir well to make a smooth slurry without any 3
“lumps. . :
4.Add sugar, and stir very well so that the sugar dlssolves
5. Keep the heat on low and then add the baJra and custard
slurry in milk. :
6. Stir contmubusly while the custard is cooking so that lumpé
are not formed. Cook for:about 5t0 6 minutes on a low heat.
7. The mixture will thicken slowly. For a thicker custard, cook for
a few more minutes. ' . .
8. Allow the custard to _codl at room temperature, or you can =
also keep it in the fridge to chill it before adding the fruits.
9. Once the custard has cooled, add the mixed fruits. Combine
to mix. : ’ ;
10. Serve bajra fru1t custard garnished with some more fruits Bijayalaxmi Jena
and pomegranate arils , some chopped nuts or dry fruits.




Eshana Battanayak
d 6. Wembley i ternati@
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A Eshana Pattanayak
Standard 6. Wembley
international school
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